
 

LARIA Updates 

 

Hello, and welcome to this edition of the 

LARIA Newsletter. As I write this 

introduction, it strikes me that we may be 

entering one of the most significant 

periods for local government and public 

policy in a generation. Although I’m sure I also thought exactly the same the last time I 

wrote an introduction piece for LARIA News around the same time that a new Prime 

Minister was moving into Number 10! 

  

The appointment of Andy Burnham as Prime Minister is, of course, another major political 

event amongst what has been an especially turbulent political decade. This time around 

though, and for the first time, the country's leader comes to Downing Street following 

almost ten years as the elected Mayor of Greater Manchester, where he visibly and 

successfully championed devolution, secured greater local powers, and consistently 

argued that decisions affecting his local communities were best made closer to those 

communities. 

  

His ambition in national Government for "good growth in every postcode" will resonate with 

LARIA members. It captures an important underpinning feature - that success should not 

simply be measured by national economic performance, but by whether prosperity is 

genuinely felt in every region, city, town, and community. 

  

For LARIA members, this isn’t new. For over fifty years, our members have championed 

the importance of place. We have long understood that national averages hide as much as 
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they reveal, and that effective policy depends upon understanding what’s unique about our 

local communities. We know that improving productivity, tackling health inequalities, 

reducing crime, raising education and skills levels, or increasing economic opportunity 

rarely requires the same solution everywhere. That’s what makes finding out about new 

and innovative local solutions so fascinating and inspiring when these are shared at LARIA 

events, through the LARIA Awards, and via our newsletters, workshops, and webinars. 

  

At the same time, the new Government has already signalled its intention to accelerate 

devolution, and with it, Strategic Authorities and elected Mayors are likely to assume 

greater responsibilities for transport, skills, housing, economic development and public 

service reform. Meanwhile, local government reorganisation already underway will create 

new unitary councils across many remaining two-tier areas, presenting opportunities to 

develop more coherent services, stronger partnerships and more integrated approaches to 

understanding place and local communities. 

  

Taken together, this is far more than simply rearranging the deckchairs. It signals a 

growing recognition that the UK’s social and economic challenges are best addressed 

through local leadership, local collaboration and local decision-making. 

  

That should be welcomed by everyone working in research and intelligence across the 

LARIA membership. The more responsibility that will be devolved to local areas, the 

greater the need for robust local evidence. Successful devolution will depend on 

understanding local economies, local communities, and local needs. 

  

This is where LARIA has always made a difference. For more than fifty years, our 

members have helped organisations turn local evidence into insight, and that insight into 

better local area decisions. When I first became involved in LARIA – eight or nine Prime 

Ministers ago - our members were already championing the importance of understanding 

communities, integrating evidence across local partnerships, and providing decision-

makers with the confidence to act. That has continued ever since. 

  

So, LARIA’s role and purpose have never been more important. If the UK-wide ambition is 

to deliver good growth in every postcode, then now more than ever it must be built on good 

intelligence in every place. 

  

I hope you enjoy this edition of the LARIA Newsletter. As ever, if you have something you'd 

like to contribute to a future edition, please do get in touch. Have a great rest of the 

summer! 

  

Andy 



 

  

Andy Davis 

LARIA Treasurer 

 

 

Proposal: LARIA Special interest group – Participatory Research and 

Underrepresented Communities 

 

Following the 2026 LARIA Annual 

Conference, where participatory research 

in local authorities was discussed and 

colleagues expressed interest, we are seeking to set up a LARIA Special Interest Group on 

participatory research and underrepresented communities. The attached paper outlines the 

rationale, aims and proposed scope for the group, with a focus on sharing learning, 

building capacity and strengthening collaboration across local authorities and partners. I 

would really welcome any feedback you may have on the paper, as well as any indication 

of potential interest in getting involved. 

 

To express your interest, kindly send the information below by no later than Friday 25th 

September 2026 via email to: gerallt@g1-di.com 

• Name 

• Job Title 

• Organisation 

• Contact details 

• Any potential areas of interest, topics or themes you may have?  

• Please also indicate if you might be interested to assist in helping with the 

coordination and planning of this SIG 

• Please highlight any direct recent and relevant experience of being involved in any 

PR projects. 

Gerallt Evans-Hughes 

Chair of LARIA CPD Group 

LARIA Council Member 

LARIA Trustee 

E: gerallt@g1-di.com 

M: 07859006643  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/404e929808321e251c0873cdf/files/8620e76e-559b-d835-5cfd-3e4b2aa292aa/Scoping_paper_Research_group.pdf
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Courses, Training Events and Webinars 

 

LARIA Webinar Series 

The recent LARIA Summer Webinar 

Series which took place this month was a 

great success, thank you once again to 

the speakers for their time. All recordings 

and presentations are now available in the Members Area. 

 

Watch this space for details of the LARIA Autumn Webinar Series coming soon... 

 

 

Events are free and open to all: 

Partners in Inquiry: Embedding Lived 

Experience peer researchers in homeless 

services redesign 

Thur 22 Oct 2026, 10-11am Book here 

 

Reminder of Sep event (no event in Aug): 

Caring or Triggering: an international study on 

safety and substance use in homeless shelters 

Wed 30 Sep 2026, 10-11am Book here 

 

 

Jobs 

 

Opportunities with West Midlands Combined 

Authority 

  

There are several opportunities coming up with West Midlands Combined Authority, 

please find full details here. 

 

To submit a job advert to appear in the newsletter or on the LARIA website, please 

download and complete this form (Full Corporate and Corporate Members only).  You can 

https://www.laria.org.uk/member-area/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/embedding-lived-experience-peer-researchers-in-homeless-services-redesign-tickets-1994368819827?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/caring-or-triggering-safety-and-substance-use-in-homeless-shelters-tickets-1991569789853?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://careers.wmca.org.uk/jobs/search/-1/
https://mcusercontent.com/404e929808321e251c0873cdf/files/abfc2a82-d55c-075a-8f47-01521c666c30/Form_to_submit_Job_Advert.01.docx
http://www.laria.org.uk/
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/index
https://careers.wmca.org.uk/jobs/search/-1/


 

also post Job Vacancies on the Jobs Board in the LARIA Members' Area.      

                

The next newsletter submission deadline is Thursday 20th August. 

 

 

Are you a Corporate or Full Corporate 

Member?     

                               

Your LARIA Corporate Membership 

entitles you to submit content to the 

monthly LARIA newsletter, if you have any research, events, job adverts, resources or 

news which you would us to include please send it to admin@laria.org.uk.  

 

The next newsletter submission deadline is Thursday 20th August. 
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